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Interpretation 
Guide

AQHC
Aqua Heterotrophic Count Plate
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Heterotrophic count: 0
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Figure 1

Heterotrophic count: 24
&�
�����������������"�������
�����!����������������
���"���
������
���%� ����������$����'�����%

Heterotrophic count: 71

Figure 3 Figure 4

Heterotrophic count: 8
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Figure 2

Negative Plate and Plates with Colonies on Filter
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Heterotrophic count: too numerous to count 
(TNTC) 
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For a more accurate count, further dilution may be necessary.

Figure 5

Heterotrophic count: TNTC
For a more accurate count, further dilution may be necessary.

Figure 6
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Heterotrophic count: TNTC
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For a more accurate count, further dilution may be necessary.

Figure 9

Heterotrophic count: 0 Heterotrophic count: 64 
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Figure 7 Figure 8

Negative Plate and Plates with Colonies — 
1 mL Direct Plate (No Filter)
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Reminders for Use

Storage
Inoculation or 
Hydration Procedure
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≤8°C
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Plates with Filter Procedure: �H8I�/8��$���
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Incubation Interpretation

Inoculation Steps for Plates with Filters
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3M Food Safety
3M Center, Building 275-5W-05
St. Paul, MN 55144-1000 USA

1-800-328-6553
3M.com/foodsafety

3M Canada
������������������
London, Ontario N6A 4T1
Canada

1-800-364-3577

Aqua Heterotrophic Count Plate


