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Interpretation 
Guide
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Yeast and Mold Count Plate



2Yeast and Mold Count Plate

Estimated total count = 500
Estimated yeast count = 480
Estimated mold count = 21
#�������������������������
����$%&����
���
��
�������
!�
'�������������"���������
��
�������� ������(����
�
�������
���
��
��
���
����������
���!�)�
�������
����"�������������� �
�����������������*�����+$���2,��������
������
�����&�
����
����

���
�
�������
��������
�!������������
����������������-���
����
�&���2!�����
����������������������������� ����
���+������
����
�-�����,�
�����(�
������������!�

For a more accurate count, further dilution of the sample may be 
necessary.

Figure 3

Total count = 20
Yeast count = 16
Mold count = 4
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Figure 1

Estimated yeast count = TNTC
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For a more accurate count, further dilution of the sample may be 
necessary.

Figure 4

Yeast and mold count = 0
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Figure 2



3

Estimated mold count = 64
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For a more accurate count, further dilution of the sample may be 
necessary.

Figure 5

Mold count = TNTC             Mold count = 64
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Figure 6a Figure 6b
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Macroscopic Differentiation

Yeast count = 43
Figure 9 shows typical yeast colonies. Characteristics 
typical of yeast include:

• ���������������
• ����������������������
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Figure 7

Mold count = 29
Figure 10 shows typical mold colonies. Characteristics typical 
of mold include:

• ������������������
• �������������;���������
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Figure 8
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Figure 9
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Figure 10
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Figure 12
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Figure 11
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Figure 13
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Microscopic Differentiation



%Yeast and Mold Count Plate

Yeast and mold count = 0

Figure 14

Yeast and mold count = 0

Figure 15

Phosphatase Reaction
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To reduce a phosphatase reaction, follow one or more of these techniques:
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Reminders for Use
Storage Inoculation
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≤8°C
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3M Food Safety
3M Center, Building 275-5W-05
St. Paul, MN 55144-1000 USA

1-800-328-6553
3M.com/foodsafety

3M Canada
������������������
London, Ontario N6A 4T1
Canada

1-800-364-3577
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Use Appropriate Sterile Diluents
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Plates; they can inhibit growth.
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Incubation Interpretation
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